
Carkeek Park Art Exhibit Sites
Contest rules & art specifications

• Artists will be invited to submit proposals for a series of  small-scale, 
temporary sculptural installations in Carkeek Park for exhibition in Summer 
2009. The exhibition’s working title, Heaven and Earth, emphasizes broad 
themes of stewardship, re-usage, and sustainability. Since Carkeek is 
widely considered the city’s premier urban forest, our hope is that the 
presence of nature-inspired artwork in open areas of the park would 
encourage a reverence for the forest itself and in turn foster a spirit of 
stewardship and volunteerism.

• Ten installations will be chosen from the pool of submissions by a curatorial 
committee composed of Parks staff, CPAC, and the Center on 
Contemporary Art. The artwork is to be constructed of primarily natural 
materials and be designed to have minimal impact on the park  -- either 
decomposing organically, leaving “no trace” – or, when removed at the end 
of the display period, leaving the park in essentially the same condition it 
was prior to installation. 



1. Piper’s Creek Trail: Southwest Corner of Orchard

• Located approx. 3 – 6 feet east of trail

• Room for one - two installations 

• Placement beside or in amongst 
blackberry brambles

• Note comparatively remote location, 
approx. 1500 feet from pavement 
access (10 minute walk)
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2. Piper’s Creek Trail: Orchard Snag

• One installation

• Placement at base or in front of 
snag. 

• No paint or other permanent 
alteration of snag (no nails, 
screws, etc.)

• Note comparatively remote 
location, approx. 1500 feet from 
pavement access (10 minute 
walk)
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3. Piper’s Creek Trail: Eastside of Metro Substation and Bench

• One installation

• Placement between utility road and 
bench, no closer than 3 feet from 
bench and 3 feet from utility road, to 
right side of trail

• OK to disturb blackberry patch 

• Note comparatively remote location, 
approx. 750 feet from pavement 
access (5 minute walk)
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4. Model Airplane Field: Road End,  Right Curbside

• One installation

• Placement within right curb triangle, 3 
feet from road

• Ground cover is grass; no large 
pedestals that would leave a big bare 
patch after removal; tripod suggested

• Easy access, beside road

• Summer youth activity highly likely 
(“party spot”) 
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5. Model Airplane Field: South Side Picnic Tables

• Two installations

• Placement along edge of slope, 
between two sets of picnic tables, 
minimum 3 feet from any table

• Easily accessible from cul-de-sac, 
about 200 feet from pavement

Installation Sites  - Carkeek Park Outdoor Art Exhibit: Heaven and Earth 



6. Model Airplane Field: North Edge

• One or two installations

• Placement along north edge of field in 
front of small hill

• Foreground to left side of small hill is 
actively tunneled by moles

• Artwork should not interfere with trees 
and shrubs on small hill

• Fairly accessible from cul-de-sac 
parking lot, located about 300 feet to 
right of photo
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7. McAbee Entrance: East Edge, Near Log

• Two installations

• Placement (on right of photo) north of 
picnic tables, along grass edge to the 
right, between log and small evergreen

• Easily accessible from parking lot, 
about 150 feet to the left (not shown)

• High traffic area located behind QFC 
on Holman Road
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8. Carkeek Environmental Learning Center: Solar Panels

• Two installations

• Placement along grass edge below 
solar panels

• Easily accessible from adjacent 
parking lot (150 foot walk around 
fence) 
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9. Carkeek Environmental Learning Center: Meadow Log

• One installation

• Placement near log toward end of 
fence, along border with mown grass 
and fallow field (lower center of photo) 

• Easy to access from parking lot 200 
feet away
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10. Play Area: Comfort Station

• One installation

• Placement in front of comfort station 
near garbage can (which will be 
moved)

• Easily accessible from parking lot 150 
feet to the west

• High traffic area with many children
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11. Play Area: Loop Road Switchback

• One or two installations

• Placement in grassy area to north of 
small trees, at least 3 feet from road

• Easily accessible from adjacent road

• Avoid large pedestals that would kill 
grass and leave bare spots after 
removal

• High traffic area with many children
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12. South of Shelter 2: Log Area

• One or two installations

• Placement beside logs on gravel pad 
(not on grass)

• Accessible from road on other side of 
small hill, 100 feet distant

• Occasional high traffic, children

• Nice view of Puget Sound to the west 
and as site #12 sits atop a small knoll
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